The reaction of [Mn{N(SiMe3)2}2 (THF)] 1 with 2,2'-bipyridine (2,2'-bipy), 1,10-phenanthroline (1,10-phen) and 4,4'-bipyridine (4,4'-bipy) yields three new complexes: [Mn(2,2'-bipy){N(SiMe3)2}2] 2, [Mn(l, 
Introduction
T he synthesis o f the first tran sitio n m etal disilylam ido com pounds, originally reported by B ürger and W an n ag at in their pioneering w ork [1, 2] , al lowed the developm ent o f a new research field. The bulky "silazane" ligands could stabilize ele m ents th ro u g h o u t the periodic table having the rare coord in atio n num bers 2 and 3 [3 -6 ] . O n the other han d , the extrem e reactivity o f these co m pounds opened up new routes in p rep arativ e in o r ganic chem istry. M etal dialkylam ides are especial ly reactive tow ards protic substrates, readily elim i nating the silylamine. By using disilylam ido m etal complexes as starting m aterials, it was possible to synthesize m etal-alkoxides [7, 8] , as well as o th er m etal am ides [9] . In such reactions, the p ro tic su b strate can com pletely o r p artially replace the disi lylam ido groups, leading to hom oleptic o r heteroleptic alcoxides or am ides, respectively. T he m ain difficulty in handling such co m pounds arises in their high sensitivity tow ard s air and m oisture, and probably am ong the m ost reactive m etalam ides are those o f m anganese.
As far as bis(hexamethyldisilazanyl)manganese(II) derivatives are concerned, the stru ctu re o f the di-* Reprint requests to Prof. Dr. H. W. Roesky. Verlag der Zeitschrift für Naturforschung, D-72072 Tübingen 0932-0776/94/0100-0031 /$ 01.00/0 m er [M n{N (SiM e3)2}2]2 is know n [10, 11] , and som e o f its adducts w ith T H F , pyridine and B u'C N have also been characterized [12] . W e now report here on the syntheses o f three new com plexes o f bis(hexam ethyldisilazanyl)-m anganese(II) w ith N -heterocyclic ligands (2,2'-bipyridine, 1,10-phenanthroline and 4,4'-bipyridine) as well as the crystal structures o f the phenan th ro lin e and 4,4'-bipyridine derivatives.
Experimental

General procedures
All m an ipulations were carried out either on a vacuum line or in a B raun M B 105B dry Box u n d er dry oxygen-free nitrogen. Owing to the ex trem e oxygen sensitivity o f the m anganese am ides, all reactions were carried o u t in H-vessels, which consist o f tw o com partm ents separated by a glass frit. Solvents were freshly distilled from drying agents and degassed three times p rio r to use. The startin g m aterial, [M n{N (SiM e3)2}2(TH F)] 1, was prep ared according to the published m ethod [12] . The three ligands, 2,2'-bipy, 1,10-phen and 4,4'-bipy, have been sublim ed p rio r to use. Infrared spectra were recorded on a B IO R A D FTS 7 spec tro m eter using nujol mulls and K B r plates. M i croanalyses were done by the analytical la b o ra to ries o f the U niversity o f G öttingen. T he structures were solved by direct m ethods w ith SH ELX S-86 [14] and refined by full m atrix least squares refinem ent on F 2 w ith SH ELX L-92 [15] . H ydrogen atom s were geom etrically posi tioned and given 1.2 tim es an isotropic displace m ent factor as the corresponding carbon atom . 
Results and Discussion
The three com pounds ( 2 -4 ) can be isolated in p ure state and high yield (8 0 -9 0 % ). They are very sensitive tow ards m oisture and oxygen and are tu rn in g black in co n tact w ith air. Interestingly, the m ono n u clear species, 2 
Description o f the structures
The crystal structure o f [M n(phen){N(SiM e3)2}2] 3 is show n in Fig. 1 along w ith the atom ic labelling scheme; selected bond distances and angles are col lected in T able II. A tom ic coordinates are listed in Table III . The stereochemistry o f the manganese(II) ion deviates substantially from ideal tetrahedral Table III . Atomic coordinates (xlO4) and equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (pm2* 10"') for 3. U(eq) is defined as one third of the trace of the orthogonalized Uy tensor.
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